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get ready for bed. At this suggestion Mr Hannah 
arose and in a very soft solemn tone repeated and :.he11 
sang a hymn. He then knelt in prayer and poured 
out his full heart in humble, trusting prayer, in the 
tone and manner of a loving child to a kind and more 
loving ·father. The memory of that prayer, heard 
fifty years ago, impal1:S a pleasant glow to my feelings 
while writing these memorial sentences. 

DANIEL McCOLLAM. 
One of the olde8t families in OUI' COUllty is that of 

the M.cCollam relationship. While it is 1l0t certain. 
yet there is good reason to beHeve that the pioneer an
cestor was named Dan. McOollarn. "'rom some inter
esting cOl'respondence had by James McCollam's family 
with a lady in Now Hampshire there is no reason to 
question that he was of Scotch-Irish descent, and the 
80n of a physician a gl'aduate of the Univel'sity of 
of Ii:dinburg, and lived in New JerlleY. The name 
of the pioneer's wife CtUlllot be recalled. 

Mr McOollam, the ancestor, came floom New Jersey 
in 1770, or thereabouts, and settled on Bloown's Moun
tain near Driscol, which is yet known as the •• McOollam 
Place," now in the possession of Amos Barlow, Esq. 
His children were Jacob, Daniel. William, Rebecca, 
Mary, and Sarah. 

Jacob McCollam first settled on the '·Jake }>looe," 
a mile or so west of Huntersville OIl the road to Mar
linton; thence he went to Illinois, and was killed by a 
falling tree. 
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Danil'l ~lcCol1alJJ mRI'rit'<i Alina Sharp. daughh.·l' of 
.J ohn Sharp, the }<'rost pionl'm" and Hettled first on the 
Bridp;l·r Place nt'8r V t'rdunt V allo~. thence to the 
Marony Place neal' BuckeYl\ and finally settled in 
Noble County. ~lisso\1ri. Two of his daughters re
mained in Pocahontas, Mary (Polly) who became Mrs 
John Buckley, Ht\l' son was the Rev Joshua Buckley, 
a venerable and greatly respected citizen of Buckeye 
who died April 23, 1901, at the advanced age of 92 
years. The other daughter, Jane McCollam, was 
married to the lato Joseph Friel and lived on th~ 

Greenbrier about five miles ablwe Marlinton, where " 
some of her family yet I'eside, Rachel and Nancy 
went with their father to Missouri. Rachel became 
Mrs Van Tassell and Nancy becamo Mrs Brown. 
Daniel McCollam set out to visit his former home, and 
while coming up the Ohio he was exposed to the small
pox, He at once went back and died of tho disease ill 
his western home. 

Rebecca McCollom was mal'l'ied to tho latl' Robert 
Moore, Senior, of Elh'ay, Isaac MoOJ'c, Esq,. Robert 
Moore, Junior, and Jane MOOJ'e, the wife of the lah
Andrew Duffield, near West Fnion, were her chihh'en. 

Sarah McCollam was marl'ied to ,John Sharp, and 
lived on the place occupied by J. Wesley Irvine, neal' 
Verdant Valley, who is her grandson. Ellen, who 
became Mrs Amaziah Irvine; Mary, WllO became Mr,; 
Josiah Friel; Rebecca, who was Mrs John R. Duffield; 
and Nancy, who was MI's William lI'vine, were hOl' 
daughters. 

Mary McCollam was married to Thomas BI'ock and 
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lived on the "Duffield Place," now lleld by Newton 
Duffield. Her children were Daniel Brock, who mar
I'ied a Miss McClung, of Nicholas County; William 
Brock, Robert Brock, and Mal'gal'l~t, wife of the late 
William Duffield, near the W urwick Spring. 

William McCollam lllRrl'ieu Sally Drinnan, daughter 
of Lawrence Drinnan, whose home was on Greenbrier 
River, on the upper part of I.evi Gay's farm, very 
neal' the bank of the stream. It is to be remembered 
as the place where James Bakel', one of the first school 
teachArs, was slain by an Indian warrior about 1786, 
Soon after his mal'l'iage he settled near the summit of 
Buck's Monntain, about 1798, pet'haps tlu'eo hundred 
yards of the residence now {;ccupied Ly Ijis 8(:11, 

James McCollam, Esq. Traces of the old home are' 
yet visible. His family consisted of fivo sonR and six 
daughters. John, I.awl'ence, William, Isaac, .lames, 
Sarah, Susan, Nancy, Matilda, Rebecca, and Ruth. 

John McCollam went to Lincoln ('ounty, Tennessee, 
where one of his descendants beCllme an eminent Bap
tist ministOl'. 

Lawrence McCollam diod in 1861. 
William McCollam died in youth. 
Isaac McCollam married Margaret Thomas, daughter 

of John Thomas, and settled" in Randolph County. 
Fletcher McCollam, near the head of Stony Creek, is 
a son of Isaac. 

James McCollam til'St marl'ied Anna ,Jane McCoy 
and settled on Buck's Mountain near the old home
stead. George W. McCollam, a well known citizen, 
is hiB son. His second wife was Miss Mary Anna 
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Overholt. 
Sarah McCollam, daughtel' of William McCollam, 

became MI's Absalom McCollam and Ii,'ed on Hill's 
Creek. The late William Morri80n, at Bnckeys, was 
her son, 

Susan was married tl) the late J ames K~llison, on 
Brier Knob, head of Hill's {'reek. Daniel Kellison, 
Esq., at Mingo Flats, Randolph County, is her son. 

The daughtel's, Nancy, Matilda, and Rebecca were 
nevor married. They lived to be elderly persons, and 
were esteemed fOl' their good character, industl,y and 
lady-like deportment, and made themselves very useful 
in many ways, All of them were so kind and skilful 
in waiting on their sick neigh bOIS. 

Ruth McCollam was mal"l'ied to William Kee, Esq., 
near Marlinton. 

Thus far it has been placed in our POWCl' to illush'ate 
the family ~istory of these worthy people, 

William McCollam was one of the original mem
bers of tho Stony Ureek M. E. Uhnrch, and· while he 
lived was prominent in meetings and the official pro
ceedings. Upon one occasion while the parents were 
absent attending meeting or visiting the sick, the house 
caught fire and was consumed with the most of its con
tents. At the time of the bUl'lIing, John, the eldest 
son, was about eight years old; Lawrence was about, 
two, In the confusion the baby boy see,ms to have 
been forgotten, and when John asked where the baby 
was he was told by one of the little girls that he was 
in the cradle asleep. John prt.·ssed his way through 
the smoke and heat at the risk of his life, and brought 
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his brothCl' ~)Ut alin', but ill doing' so Loth were HI 

badly burned as to lm,e SCRI''i upon their perHons long 
8S they Ii,cd. 

This man toiled on howover; rebuilt his home, open
ed more land, and in the meanwhile eleveu children 
had gathered al'ound his table. At the time wheu his 
care and presence seealed most neet.led, it seemed good 
to the God he loved to call him away fl'om a I'esponsi
bility so impoI'tant. The sugal' season had j list opened 
-the morning was snch as to indicate a heavy run, ,and 
much wood were needed to keep the kettles boiling fast 
enough. On the 4th of March, 1818, he had morning 
prayer, sang a hymn of praise to Him that watches the 
sparrow w hen it falls, and went forth chem'fully to hi~ 

work. A large red oak tree l:mited to his pm'pose WIlH 
selected, which soon bowed and fell beneath his stal
wart strokes, but somehow a limb from anothet, treo 
in its rebound smote him with such furious force that 
he never seemed to conscious of what had bappeHed. 
TItis occurl'ed about 'a mile from ho:ue, nom' whet", 
James Hannah lives. 

Though all this was suddell, ther~ has neVel' been 1\ 

misgiving about the certainty of his having fOllnd rest 
fl'oIU his honest toils and efforts to m03t hi:'! duties, tho 
rest that I'emains fm' the people of God. He hn.tl 
learned frolll his Scotch allcestl'Y to Hing: 

"The SWOl'd, the pestilence, 01' ih'e, 
Shall but fulfill their best desire, 
From sin and Sorl'OW set them fl'el~, 
And bring thy children, Lot'd, to tlwc' ..• 
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